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AZIENDA OSPEDALIERA UNIVERSITARIA INTEGRATA

VERONA

(D.Lgs. n. 517/1999 - Art. 3 L.R.Veneto n. 18/2009)

	UNITA’ OPERATIVA COMPLESSA DI OCULISTICA - Direttore Dott. Roberto Bellucci
P.le A. Stefani 1 37126 Verona – Tel. 045 8123035 - Fax 045 8122289
Email: oculistica@azosp.vr.it



Mrs Anna Diamantopoulou

Minister of Education – Greece
Mrs Marilisa Xenoyannakopoulou

Minister of Health – Greece

Mr Yannis Panaretos

Deputy Minister of Education, Greece

Mr Vasileios Papazoglou

Special Secretary of Higher Education of  Ministry of Education, Greece 

Prof. Odysseas Zoras

Head of School of Medicine, University of Crete

Prof. Ioannis Pallikaris

Rector of the University of Crete

Verona, 5 March 2010 
Dear Ministers, Dear Deputy Minister and Special Secretary, Dear Professors and Friends,

the development of medical knowledge takes place through hard basic studies and work, and through sudden accelerations. One main aspect of this development is the availability of  innovators. An innovator, being not satisfied with existing knowledge and technology, further than improving over them opens new and unexpected roads to achieve his purposes. In the medical area, these purposes are often for the interest and the well-being of our patients.  
Prof. Ioannis Pallikaris is such an innovator. His personal contribution to Ophthalmology by far exceeds the boundaries of Greece, spreading through the whole world. He is a great surgeon and the inventor of Lasik, a great scientist continuing studies about the cornea and the optics of the eye, a great teacher as expressed by the Courses he organizes in Crete and within the European Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, and a great man as well.
Through his work, the University of Crete has become one of the most appreciated scientific institutions worldwide, promoting students and doctors to follow the leader’s steps. From abroad, people go to Crete to learn from him and from his staff about the science, the art and the technology of eye care.
In the current unfortunate circumstances when we as researchers must face practical problems, there is the fear that such problems could interfere with the Crete Ophthalmological Renaissance, introducing limitations and loss of support into the activities of the Vardinoyannion Institute of Ophthalmology. If so, Greek Ophthalmology will suffer not only at the National plane, but also at the international plane. 

I hope this will be avoided, I hope the current problems will be solved, I hope the activities of the Institute of Ophthalmology of Crete will continue to give science and technology and care both to the Greek and to the International community. I beg you to do all what you can in this direction.
Thank you, yours sincerely

Roberto Bellucci
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Chief of Hospital Ophthalmology, Hospital and University of Verona, Italy
Professor of Anterior Segment Surgery, University of Verona, Italy

Professor of Anterior Segment Surgery, University of Lugano, Switzerland

Secretary, European Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, Dublin, Ireland







[image: image3.wmf] 


unità operativa con sistema qualità uni en iso 9001:2008  -  Certificato n. 194114
Sede Legale Azienda Ospedaliera Universitaria Integrata: P.le A. Stefani, 1 - 37126 VERONA - Tel 045/812 1111 - Fax 045/916735
C.F. e P. Iva 03901420236 - Portale Aziendale: www.ospedaliverona.it
PAGE  
- 2 -


[image: image4.png]


_1320745106.doc
[image: image1.png]






