001ka aTvyMUoTe 6€ YOUNAES GVVONKES
POTIOoUOV: O pOLOS TG Opaong

Yompnec IMidivng - loavvng Morinkapng
Ivertitovto Ortixijc kar Opacns (100), Havemaotijio Kpityg

Mepiinyn

Ye auty VvV gpyocio TPOYHOTOTOLEITOL OTUTIGTIKY] OVAALGT TOV 0KV
aTuYNHATOV HE Evav TPOTOTLUTO TPOTO OV EMISEIKVOEL OTL £VAG OVCAVAAOYOG
apBpog Bovatneodpov oatuynpUdtev ovpPaivel katd Tic vuyxtepwvég mpeg. H
VoBecn OTL AVTO Pmopel Vo, 0QEIAETAL GTIV KOVPAOT 1] TNV KOTOVAA®DGCT] OAKOOA
amoppintetal. Eivar a&loonpeioto 61t to 2001 10 25% TV vuytEpIVOV 00IKMV
atuynpétov oe SpoHovg mov dev NTav POTICHEVOL fTtav Bavotneopa. Avtd To
mocootd  glval  TOLAGyoTov 3 Qopég  YoUMAOTEpPO Y TaL  oTvyUOTO
mov cupPaivovv ce QOTIoUEVOLS SpOHove. EnHavtikny emPefaimon ywo To
nopamdve amotelel to yeyovog Ot 1 0o avaroyia mopoatnpeitor Kot oty M.
Bpetavia, m omola mopovcidler v Hikpodtepn ovyvotmta Bavatnedpov
atvynHdatov oty EE.

Y7rpyovv kdmolo 1oxvPG UGIOAOYIKG OiTLOL YO CVTH TNV TAPATHPNOT: N
enekepyosic TOV OMTIKAOV TANPOPOPLOV O YOUNAEG OLVONKEG QOTIGHOV
npayHatonoleitor amd To. pofdic (PpwToimodoyEic TOL AUEIPANCTPOEDN) OV
Tapovoldlovv apyég avtdpdoels. Qg anotéAeoa ot OnTIKol ypdvol avtidpaong
TOV OVOPAOTOL gival apyOTEPOL, YEYOVOG OV 001YEL G€ UEYOADTEPEG AMOCGTAGELS
KV TOTOINGOTG TV OYNHATOV.

H napandveo napatipnon dvotoymg dev Exet AAPet TV €napkn TPosoyn and
o0V Appodiovg Dopeic (my. Aoctuvopia, vanpecieg tov  Y7movpysiov
Metagopov, Anpociov 'Epyov xor Yyelag, EOvucd ZvpPodio  Odkng
Acpddelag), evd eivar aloonpeimto 61t ot idtor o1 odnyoi dev Pmopodv va
avtiineBodv 6Tt Ta avTavakAlaoTikd Toug emPpadhvovtol GHavTK T voyTa.
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1. H 0MPepn) e1k6va TOV 001KAOV TPOYai®v aTuynUaTOV

H xdpa pog epoaviler v pikpdtepn Bvnodmra oty Evponaiky Evoon and
xpévIe voorata, Topovctdlel OHG Evav amd o HEYOADTEPO TOGOGTH 0OIKOV
Tpoyaimv otuynuUdtev. Eivor yeyovdg, av kor ta tedevtaio tpion xpodvia
napatnpnOnkay Hewwtikéc thoelc otov aplud tev tpoyoimv atvynpdtov
(Meiwon xatd 14.9% 1o 2002), 6Tt 1 EAMGSO Swatnpei axdun 1o vymAdtEPO
10600otd Bavatnedpov atvynpbtev Hetald Tov yopdv ¢ Evpomarkhg
"Evoong, 6tav autd avolvoviol e Baon tov TANOvGO I Ta oxnoTo-yIAMOMETPa.
(PA. Zyx. 1, OECD [10]).

Ta 0dikd atvynpota, ektdg and v avBpdmvn Tpaymdio, £xovv €va TOAD
ONHAVTIKO KOWV®MVIKO-01koVokd kdotoc. ‘Exel extiunbet (Highway Economics
[6]; Peden [12]) 611 cuvolikd €To10 KOGTOG TOV TPOXAi®Y OTVYNHATOV ayyilet
10 2% tov AEIl otig yopeg ¢ E.E. ITo ovykekpiéva, 10 KOGTOC €VOG
Bavatnedpov atvyipatog oty M.Bpetavia mpooeyyilet ta 1.8 ekatoppdpla
Evpd, evd 10 K60TOC €vOC atuynpatog He cofapd TpavpaticHd ayyilel ta
170.000 Evpm. Znv mopamdve tipn vroroyiletat to "avOpdmvo™ k66Tog Kat ot
vrolouneg damiveg TPOKLTTOVY amd LVAKES CNMUES ota OyNHOTA Kol GTO 0dKO
diktvo, £€£oda wTpkng mepiBoiymg, Kot 10 KOGTOG €vACYOANONG TNG TPOYaiog
Ko TV GAAOV gUmlekopévav gopéwv (ywpic vo cuvomoloyilovtarl ta £E0da
acpalong).

2. Avrtwodoyikoi Mapayovres — H onUacio Tov 061ko0 ¢OTIGHLOD

‘Otav Tt OTOTIOTIKE TV 00OV  aTLYNHAT®V  aVOADOVTOL, —VITAPYOLV
avamdeevkto apketol artioloywkol mapdyovies. Ot mepiocdTepol amd avTovS
aQOPOVY TNV VIOSGOHUN TOV 031KV SIKTLOL KOl TOV 0d1koV mepdAiovtog (m.y.
0000TpwHa, onpavorn, EOTIOUOS, KMUATOAOYIKEG GLVONKES), TOV TEYVIKO
€EOMAGHO Ko TV UNYOVOLOYIKT] KOTAGTACN TOV OXNUat@v, Tov EAEYX0 TOV
ovotnlatog (m.y. emthpnon, ootuvopevon, TPOANYM, mepibodym) Kot TOV
avOpadmvo Tapdyovta (0dnyoi, meloi). To «avBpmdmivo AaBog», meptAaplfavet pio
GE1pd amd TAPAYOVTEG TOV APOPOLV TNV VIEPPOMKT TAXVTNTA, TNV KOTAVIA®ON
OaAKOOA, TN MM xpnon s Ldvng acealeiag, TV Kovpaon Kot TNV emkivovuvn 1
emBeTIKn 0O yNON.

‘Evag mapdyovtag otov omoio dev €xer 600el m amapaitmtn Poapdtnra
amoTeEAOVV o enimeda TEPPAALOVTIKOD POTIGHOV KaTd TNV GUYKPOLGT. AV Kot
glvar oyetkcd 60oKoAo va yivel GUECHS GLGYETIOUOS TV atvynHdtov Pe v
Hetwpévn opatdTTa, gival yv@oto 0Tl £vag dueavaAoyog aplOdc atvynUdTov
ovpPaiver t voyra (Owens [11]; Sullivan [17]; Plainis [14]). ITpénet emiong vo
onMewwbel 4Tl TO, OTVYNHATO. TOV OPOPOVY TTAPAGVPGELS TE(DY, TOMANTICTOV
Kol LOTOGUKAETIOT®V HEGO oTNV TOAN 0vEAVOVTOL KOTO onUavTikd PBobud oe
KOUNAEG cUVOTKEG POTIGHOD.
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Yyedvaypoappa 1: Zvxvomta Bavammeopov tpoyainv atvuynldtov (Bavarneopa
atvynpoza avé 100.000 kartoikovg) otig xdpeg tng Evpomaknig Evoong (ITnyn:
OECD [10]).

H avoioyio tov aptBpod tov Bavarmedpov atoynpdtov ové 100 atvynpota
€xel ypnoiomomBel wg deiktng «cofapodTnTag TV ATLYNHATOV, VTOINADVOVTIG
ot éva Bavatnedpo atvynpo cuvnbmg mpokaieitor egottiog e wwyLPOTEPNS
ovykpovong Heta&d 800 oxnpatmy (1 omoio propel va opgileton otnv owEnUévn
toyotnto | / Kol oto HEWHEVE avVTOVOKAGOTIKG TV 0dnNydv). 210 Zy. 2
enyelpeital ot oVYKpLon G «oofapdtntac» Tov atuynhdtov katd Tnv
dugpkelo g MUEPAG Kor NG VOYTOG, Vmodsikvoovtoc' OTL To vuyTEPVA
atvynHata apovctalovy Heyorlvteprn «coBapdtnTon.

Av ko gival gloavég 0Tt kol GAAOL Topdyovtes GUUPdALovY oTov avEnpUévo
apld tov atvynUateov 15 Ppaduvéc @pec, OmS M eAMmG ofpavon, 1
avénpévn kotavalworn alkoOA kal 1 kovpaon twv odnymv (m.y. Foster [4];
Summala [18]), vmdpyovv onpoviikég evdeilelg Ot 1 coPoapotrTa TV
atuynHdatov cvoyetileton AUecH He TO EMINESO POTIGHOD TV dPOH®V TN VOYTO
(Ferguson [3]; Plainis & Murray [14]). Onwg mapovoidletor oty Zy. 3, 1
"cofopota” TV atuynpdtov ce SPOHOVS GTOVG OMOIOVE O QMTIGHOG Elvatl
avenapkng (1 amovotdlel mMApmc) eivat ToAd vymAdtepn (repinov 3 popég) and
avT Gg OpOHOVS Tov elvarl POTIGHEVOL Yoo OAn v “eEetaldpevn” mepiodo
(1996-2001). MaMota, Ba mpénel va Hag mpoPAnpatiost 1 mopatipnon o1t 1o
2001, oe Opdlovg OV dev VEAPXE QOTICUOS, TEPITOL £va OTA TEGGEPO.
atvynHota (to 23.8%) ftav Bavarneopa.

Yulrepaivetor emodévarg 6t M cofapdtnta TV atvynHdtov eEaptdTot
Gpeoa amd o ENINESD PMTIOHOL TV SPOU@V TN vOYTO, apov TpitAactdletal og
SpOHovg oLV dev Exovv emapKN POTIOHS. MAAGTA, TO YEYOVOG OTL 1| avaAoyia
omv «cofapdmrto» Hetald Ui QOTICHEVOV Kol QOTICHEVOV OpOH®mV gival
oxedov idw ka1 otv Mey. Bpetavia (BA. Xy. 4; Road Accidents Great Britain
[16]), n omoia mapovoidlel Ty HikpdTepn cuyvoTITA BavaTnEOpOY aTLXNHAT®Y
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oty E.E. (BA., Zy. 1), vmodewkvoet v vmapén KGmolon mapdyova, o omoiog dev
oyetiletal 00Te Pe TNV TOOTNTU TOV 031KOD SIKTVOV KOl TV OYNUAT®V 00TE e
mv «modeiom tov odnydv.
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Tyedrwaypappa 2: [Toapovsinon g GUVOAMKNG EKOVAS TV oTUYNHAT®V Yio To
étm 1995-2001: o deiktng coPapdtnrag Twv atvynpdtov (avaloyio
Bavatneopov ava 100 atvynpato) avédvetat og Peydho Babpo katd v viyTa.
(TInyn: EXYE [1)).
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Yyedaypoppa 3: Agiktng cofopdtmrag tov atuynidteov (avaroyio

Bavatneopov avd 100 atvyfipoate) Kot Tig voyTepvég dpeg o€ SpOHoVG e
S10PoPeTIKO 081KO GOTIOHO Yio T £t 1996-2001 (Inyn: EXYE [1]).
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Yyedvaypoppa 4: Agiktng cofopdtmrag tov atuynidtov (avaroyio
Bavotnedpov ava 100 atuypote) KoTd TG VOYTEPIVEG MPEC 08 dPOHOVG HE
d1apopeTikd 0d31kd POTIoUS ot M. Bpetavia yia to, £tn 1995-2001 (ITnyn: Road
Accident Great Britain [16]).

3. AErToVpYIKES OLUGTAGELS TG VOYTEPIVIIG Opaong

[ToAAég epguvnTiKéG Pehéteg Exovv KatanEel 6To cuUmépacila Ot 1) 6pacn Tov
0dNyoV amoteAel onpovtikdtato mopdyovia yio TV oo@oiy odfynon (BA. yio
avookonnon Charman [2]). TTapdAinia, éxel datvmwbel n dmoyn 6t to 90%
TOV 01sONTAPLOV TANPOPOPLOY TOV ¥PNGILOTOIOVLE KOTH TNV 001ynon aeopd
mv aioBnon ¢ opaong (Hills [7]). Eivar onpepa adwpeiopimto 6t 1
odnynomn Aappavel xopa og Eva ToAvcOvOETO TEPIPAIAOV KO VIOl QVTO ATOLTEL
AVATTUEN KOVOTATOV OPOCT|G AOPOITNTOV YloL TNV £YKALPT 0oLy TOavVmV
GLYKPOVGEMV.

Kotd mv didpkeia g nUépag 1 oty TEPITTOON TOV 0 QOTICHOG TOV
SpOU@V etval eEmapKNG, Ol OMTIKEG TANPOPOPiec OV OEYETAL KOt ¥PNOLUOTOLEL O
odnyog (6mwg avtiAnyn PBdbovg kot kivnong, mepiypoppo, @oTEWOTNTO KOl
YPOHATIKOTNTO avTIKEUEVOVY) Kabopilovy og HeyGho TOGOGTO TO ONTIKO TOV
nedio Kol TNV OMTIKO-KIVNTIKY TOov avtiAnym. Avtég ol mAnpogopieg eivan
ONUOVTIKEG Y10 TNV OVIXVELGT KOl OVOYVOPIOT] TOV KAVIIKEIUEVOV» OV TOV
gvolopépouy (. oviikeifleva 0dkng ofpavong kot onpoatoddtnone, GAia
oynHato, nelol), Tov TPOCAVATOMGHO TOL GTO XMPO KOl TNV AmoPLYN ThAvdOVY
gUmodimv.

Kotd ™ vuktepwvp odnynomn, o€ ouvvOnkeg omovciog mepPailovtikond
ootiopod (PA. Zyx. 5), ot omtikég mANpo@opieg 610 omTIKd TESIO TOL 0ONYOD
Hewdvovtar Spapatikd, He amotédespa o odnydg va avtietonilel dvo kdpua
npoPAnpota: (o) dvokolia oTNV avtidnyn TV «ev-duvaper Kvdovov kot (B)
KOTOTioL - Kupiog amd 1o pOTO TOV enepyOpevev oynpdtov (ta onoio
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npokaAodv avénpévo BapBog, Murray [9]). Kot ta 800 givar otevd ovvdedepléva
He TNV onlavtikn Heimon tng «AEITtovpytkne» 6pacng o€ YoaUNAo QOTIGHO.

Yyedaypoppe 5: Nuytepvi odMynon - Gotoypaeieg and actikobg SpOHovs
tov Hpaxeiov Kpfitng pe moAd kaAd (apiotepd) kor avemapkn (8e€id) ooTiopo.
Eilvat epoavég 6tL oty dedtepn mepint@omn 1 opatdTTo EIVOL CUOVTIKOG
Hetwpévn.

H enidpaon g HEIOUEVIG QOTEWVOTNTOG OTIG OLAPOPEG AELTOLPYIES NG
opaong Exetl HehetnOel d1eEodikd oto mapeABov kat eivorl YvooTd OTL 6e YoUNAES
GUVONKES POTIGHOV S1APOpPa YOPAKTNPIGTIKE TNG OTTIKNG CLUTEPLPOPAS, OGS M
SloKpTiky tkovoTnTa, N avtiAnym g Kivnong Kot 1 TpocaploGTIKY KAVOTHTO
0V 0PBOAHOVY, Hewdvovior aicOntd, evd mapdAinia xdvetrar n ovtiinyr tov
Baboug (otepeockomiky] dpaocn) kar 1 Eyypopn opact. Avtd opeiletar Kupimg
GTO YEYOVOG OTL 6T0 MHUIP®G Kol G GKOTOTIKEG GLVONKES POTIGHOV, o, paPdia
(pwtodmodoyeic veevBuvol yia TV Opact 610 G6KOTAdL) SETOVY TNV Acttovpyia
mg opoong. Mmopei Béata n Asttovpyio TV poafdinv vo av&avel TV eOTEWVY
Hog svaicbnoio oto oxotadt (Plainis [15]), e&atiog OHmg g apyng Tovg
avTidpaong HELDMVOVTOL TOL AVTOVOKAAGTIKG HOG, EVE TOVTOYPOVE UALOIOVETOL 1|
avtiinyn ¢ kivnong, He amotédecpa To “oviikeijeva" vo @aivovtol OTL
Kvoovtol o apyd amd ot oty npaypotikdtra (Gegenfurtner [5]).

4. Ontikdg Xpovog Avtidpaong

Amd v oty mov 1 odnynon amoteiel Hio omTo-KvTiKn Stadikacio eivot
avTovONTOo OTL €vOg TPOMOG OEOAOYNONG TNG KOVOTNTOG TV O00Ny®dV Vo
avtigetonilovv emkivovveg Kataotdoelg eivar 1 koataypop Tov OnTikov
Xpovov Avtidpaong (OXA). Qc OXA avapépetor to xpovikd Sidotna mov
HecoAafel HeTad g eledviong evog omtkoy epebicHATOg KO TNG OTOKPLONG
TOV GULMMETEYOVTA e TNV TpodmdOect ATt Tov €xet {ntnbel va avtidpdoel 660 10
dvvatdv ypnyopdtepa. Mia cepd and Perétes anédeite 61t 0 OXA og cuvOnkeg
YOUNA0D Q@OTIGHOD Kot Yo avTikeipeva/ekoveg yatning ovtifeong avéaveton
onuavtikd (Plainis [13]).

O OXA éyev emiong ypnowomombel vy v extipnon tov ypdvov
TPOOKPOLONG HE €vo aVTIKEIPHEVO. XtV  00MYNOT TPOGPEPEL GNHOAVTIKY
TANpogopia yloti Uropel vo KUETAPPUCTED» GTNV OTOGTACT TOV OTOLTEITOL Yio
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TNV 0KYNTOTOINoT EVOG OXNHOTOC Yl TV amo@uyn vog atvyniatog (Leibowitz
[8]; Plainis & Murray [14]), vroioyiopoi mov cuprepthopfdvovtar otov Kddika
0dwkng Kukhogopiag g M. Bpetaviag (the UK Highway Code). H kpioiun
andotaon axwnromoinong (CSD) evog oynpatog vroloyiletal wg to dOpoicpa
Mg «andotacng avtiAnyne» (to yvopevo Tng taydTnTag Tov oyxHoTog, V, kot
TOV OTTIKOV YPOVOL avTidpooNS, T) Kol ¢ «amdotoons enfpadvvonc» (BD)
OV LILOAOYILETOL OO TOV YPOVO TTOV OTOALTEITOL Y10 VO, GTAHOTNOEL TO OYNHO 0o
TV Gy Tov ApyLoe N Aettovpyio TV PpEVOV.

CSD=V*t+BD

Eivar emopévarc aviiinmtd 6t Adym g avénong Tov ypoévov avtidpacng oe
KOUNAEG cLVONKES POTIGHOD, avEAVETOL OUOVTIKG Kol 1) KPIGIUN omdoTacn Yo
TNV 0KWNTOToiNGN TOv OYNHATOC Yoo TV omoeuyn otvynudtev. To Xy. 6
TaPoVolalel ™V KPIoUN arOGTAGT AKIVNTOTOINOTG GE OYXECT HE TNV TayOTNTO
TV oynUatov. H emmpdobern andotacn vrmoroyiletor and v avénon otov
OXA (amd 200 o 600ms) og cuvOnKeg YopNAoD wTIoHOD. o Tapadetya, yio
v oakwnronoinon &vog oyflatog mov kweitar He toydnto 80yxp/mdpa
amottovvtol Bempntikd emapdcBeta 8.9 pétpa oe dpdpovg mov dev vmapyEt
QWTIoHOG (o8 oyéon e Tovg KoAd "ewTiopévong” dpdpovg), andotac apketd
oNHavTik) ov AdBovpe VoYM OTL TOAAEG GLYKPOVGELS ATOPEVYOVTOL Yiol Alya
pétpa (BA. Xy.6).

TaxuTnTa (YH/pa)

B Emmpoodsin
BEmBpadwan |
El AvTiAnyn

50

] ' 40 ' 80 120
ATTOGTUGH HKIVITOTTOING NS (UiTpa)

Xyedaypopa 5: ZuvoAikn andoTact aKvnTonoinons Omms ovaAdETAL 6TN
anooTaon avtiinyng kot emPpaduveng Yo Stipopeg TaydTNTEG TV OYNHATOV.
H emnpdcsben andotacn vroroyiletar amd v adEnom g amdoTaonS
aKIVNTOTOINGNG 68 YAUNAEG GUVONKEG POTIGHOD.

Ot mopomdve vToAoyIsHol 0popolV WAVIKEG GUVONKES, KOTA TIC OmMOiEg O
001Y0G €lval GLYKEVIPOUEVOG TNV 001yNON KoL GE ETOLOTITA Y10 TNV ATOPLYT
K@0e Ktvdvvov. Znv mpayHatikOTnTo OHMG, 0 00NYOS dev d€xeTal LOVO OMTIKES
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TAnpogopiec, aAAd tavtdypova eAEYyEL TV KatevBuvon Kot TV TaxdTNTO TOL
oyHatog, evd eivar  mOovov  dlapnuUioTikég  mvokideg kot Prrpiveg
KOTAGTNUAT®V TOV GLUVOVIAOVTOL GLYVO OTO AOTIKO 001KO SIKTVLO VO, ATOGTOVY
TNV TPOGOYT| TOV, e amoTéAesla, TV Helmon TG ETOYUOTNTAS TOV.

5. XoUmepacpoTa

Eivar yvootd oOtt évag dvcovdAioyog optBog Oavomneopmv  atvynpdtov
oupPaivel katd Tig voyxtepvég mpeg. H eloaymyn odikod @mTiopod odnyel og
Heiwon g coPapotntag Tov atvynpatov mepitov oto 30%. To id0 mocootd
nmapatnpeitor oty M.Bpetavia, n onoio mtopovstdlel T Hikpdtepn cuyvoTnTO
Bovatnedpav 0dikodv atvynudtev otpny E.E.

Yrapyovv Kamota 153vpd PLGLOAOYIKA aiTie TOW Ard CLTH TNV TOPATPTON:
EIKOVEG YOUNAOD POTIGHOV Kot yopnAng avtifeong, 0nmg melol Pe orovpOYpOIL
povya M modnratotég Ywpic edta, enetepydalovior Pe kabvotépnorn amd 1o
omtikd cvoTNUa, Kuplwg AOY® TV opydv oavidpdcemv Tov  pofdiov
(pwrovmodoyeic Tov ap@iPinotpoctdn). Q¢ oamotéAeopo ot omtiKoi y¥pOHVOL
avtidpaong elvar apydtepot, yeyovog mov odnyel oe Heyoldtepeg AmOCTAGELS
KWV TOTOINOMG TV OYNHATOV.

H napandveo napatipnon dvotoydg dev el AMAPeL TV €T0pKN TPOGOYN ord
toug  ApHodiovg Dopeic (my. Aoctuvolia, vanpeciec tov  Yrmovpyeiov
Metagopav, Anpociov 'Epyov xot Yyeiag, EOvikd Zvpfodio  Odkng
Aocpdrewng), evad eival aloonpeinto 0Tt 00TE 0 IO GLVTNPNTIKOG 03N YOG deV
Hmopel va avtiineBel 0Tt TaL avTavaKAAGTIKG TOV EMPPadivovTaLl GNHAVTIKA TN
voyta. Qg omotélecpo eivor mBavin 1 vmEP-eKTIUNGN amd TNV TALLPE TOL
0onyod ¢ "andotaong ac@aieing” TOV amatTETOL Yo TV OKIVITOTOINGT| TOV
OYNHUOTOG KL TNV AOPLYH £VOS 0TV LOTOG.

6. Evyaprotieg

H napandvo epyacio entyopnyeiton and v ITET kot 1o Bpetavikd Zoppfoviio
O0T0 TAQICLL TOL O1ETOVG JaKPATIKOD TPOYpAaUatog Heta&hd EAAGSac - M.
Bpetaviag (ITavemotipio Mdavioeotep — Kping) e titho “Odikd atvynpora,
0pOTOTNTO, KOl OTLTIKT) GUUTEPLPOPE G YOUNAES GUVOTKES POTIGHOV”.
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English summary

The paper presents some statistics of road traffic accidents in a novel way which
demonstrate convincingly that a disproportionate number of fatal accidents occur
after dark. The idea that this might be due to fatigue, alcohol use or traffic
density is dispelled. Introducing road lighting leads to an approximate 3 times
decrease in the severity of accidents in both UK and Greece, despite the fact that
these countries have dramatically different injury rates.

A sound physiological explanation for the phenomenon is advanced: It is
argued that processing information based on low luminance, low contrast targets
is much slower than that for high contrast bright targets, due to the function of
rod photoreceptors under these conditions. As a result visual reaction times under
low lighting conditions are substantially longer than under optimal conditions. It
is shown that the longer RTs transpose in to significantly increased stopping
distances.

A crucial point is that drivers are largely unaware that their visual processing
is slowed under dim conditions. This important point has received scant attention
in the road safety literature, by the Highways Agency, the Police, injury
prevention officials, and indeed, the UK Highway Code.
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